The bear and his "“shadder" 


Numismagram Newsletter #115 (11/2024) 


It’s now the beginning of February, and that means that Groundhog’s Day is just around 
the corner. And, by just around the corner, | mean tomorrow. On to another day in which 
all eyes are drawn to an otherwise obscure Pennsylvania town in order to determine the 
extent of the shadow cast by a burrowing rodent. Why a groundhog? It’s interesting, as | 
am reminded of a passage written by my great-great-grandfather in an 1870's journal 
entry, in which he wrote about “the bear seeing his ‘shadder.” Indeed, it has not always 
been the groundhog which was sought for such climatic musings, as the animal in 
question can change based upon the time and/or region. In Germany, for example, the 
bear, on account of its hibernating nature, was often ascribed such mythical predictive 
capabilities. As natively encountering bears became less likely in an increasingly 
industrialized world, the animal of choice switched. Nevertheless, the idea of the bear in 
the role of the groundhog was certainly much more commonplace, even here in America 
in the 19th century, as my ancestor's journal mentions. And unless you are a fan of the 
cold, we can hope for a lack of a “shadder’” on Friday in order to see spring sooner rather 
than later. 


Speaking of bears, that brings us to the first item in this upload. Rather than predicting 
the next six weeks of weather, however, this bear has much more pressing matters at 
hand... 
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Designed by famed engraver Karl Goetz, it portrays a personification of Russia as a bear 
wounded by numerous internal and external conflicts since the beginning of World War |, 
with a sword (in the form of a defeat at Riga in the Baltic) depicted as her mortal wound. 
Indeed, Russia was forced to withdraw from the war in order to focus on the internal 
chaos that saw the ruling Romanov family captured and subsequently assassinated at 
the hands of the Bolsheviks. 


Given the continued assault of Ukraine as well as escalating tensions and unrest in the 
Middle East, the specter of war plays a heavy role in this upload, just as it does in our 
current state of affairs. Another such WWl-era piece of medallic art that captures the 
bewilderment felt during times of warfare is the cast iron issue from Wilhelm Gotze (a 

similar surname, but completely different and of no relation to Kar)... 
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An extremely rare piece that was clearly designed as a lamentation about the pain and 
impending loss from war, it emanates from the famed (and extremely extensive) 
collection of Virgil M. Brand, whose WWI-related exonumia was disbursed by Coin 
Galleries in 1992—that last (and only) time at which this piece traded since its acquisition 
by Brand sometime after it was made and before his untimely death in 1926. 


Moving back about a decade before the hostilities of World War |, there was a conflict 
that involved Japan and the aforementioned Russia, in the form of the Russo-Japanese 
War. Fought over their competing interests in Korea and Manchuria, it was a conflict 
ultimately won by Japan, weakening Russia in a manner that acted as a harbinger of the 
struggles that the once great empire would soon endure. Serving as the final naval battle 
of the war, the Battle of Tsushima was a clear Japanese victory, and has the distinction of 
being the only decisive engagement between modern steel battleship fleets, the last 
decisive naval battle in history, and the first in which the telegraph played an important 
role. Presented as a commemorative of the battle, this impressive medal, featuring a 
large artillery shell, comes with its original box of issue as well... 


Moving to topics that aren’t so heavy, here are a couple of enchanting toners. The first, 
featuring Holy Roman Emperor Joseph II, was issued in 1788/9 as an homage to the city 
of Ghent, as Ghent was a city within the County of Flanders (Flanders being a constituent 

fiefdom within the Austrian Netherlands)... 


The second is another medal by the hand of Karl Goetz, but this one is a departure from 

his commonly-encountered WW1-era satirical issues, and instead shows even more of his 

skillful artistry. Wonderfully toned, it commemorates the 400th anniversary of the death of 
Albrecht Durer, the famous polymath of the German Renaissance... 


For an Art Nouveau flair, we have this award medal from the 1900 Exposition Universelle 
(World’s Fair). An enchanting and popular design, it was sculpted by one of the period’s 
finest—Jules-Clément Chaplain... 


This type, celebrating the 300th anniversary of the city of Goteborg, features his distinct 
style that seemingly bends a bit more modern in its feel than its creation in 1923 would 
otherwise suggest. As a nod to antiquity, the reverse features four mythological figures 
from the Greco-Roman pantheon, with the civic arms boldly displayed on the obverse. 


For all of this upload’s new items, please click here or on the banner art below. We will be 
back again in mid-February with another great mix of art and historical medals. 


Also, please note that WIX, through whom we built this site, has issued some changes of 
late to their operating system, resulting in a few (hopefully temporary) differences with 
respect to site look and functionality. You may notice the superfluous 'cents' following 
each item price. Previously, prices only displayed in whole numbers, but WIX’s current 
display for those prices includes the cents, even if (in the case of all of ours) they are 

$X.00. Also, a random “widget didn’t load” error has popped up here and there, 
sometimes preventing a page from loading. This generally seems to be alleviated by 
refreshing, but, in the event that it continues to prevent you from viewing something, 
please let me know. An update of the browser window may also help. | am hopeful that 
these unintended bugs are addressed soon, though this lies with the developers, and is 
affecting others who use WIX as well. 
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